
 
 

MALTON TOWN COUNCIL 
PETITIONS SCHEME 

 
Malton Town Council is committed to involving local people in its decision making.  For some years, it has been 
operating a public participation scheme enabling members of the public to attend meetings and speak on an issue 
at Full Council meetings.  The Petition Scheme provides another way in which a particular issue can be brought 
to the attention of Councillors. 
 
Through this Petitions Scheme, the Council is making a commitment to: 
 Enable anyone who lives, work or studies in Malton or Old Malton to organise and submit a petition 

either on paper or electronically 
 Respond to the concerns raised within a petition 
 Review its handling of a petition where a lead petitioner believes it has not been dealt with in accordance 

with this scheme. 
 

To support the scheme, the Council has: 
 Set a threshold of one hundred signatures on the number of petitions to enable as many valid local 

opinions to be heard as possible 
 
Petitions Not Covered By This Scheme 
This scheme does not cover petitions which: 
(a) Relate to a planning or licensing application – in this case a petition will be referred to the relevant 

decision maker 
(b) Relate to matters where there is a legal right to seek a review or appeal 
(c) Respond to a public consultation organised by the Council – in this case a petition will be referred to the 

decision maker 
(d) Seek to criticise the performance or conduct of an identifiable individual or individuals – where 

appropriate the lead petitioner will be directed to the most appropriate route for raising concerns with 
the Council. 

(e) The North Yorkshire Council Monitoring Officer considers the petition to be vexatious, abusive or 
otherwise inappropriate 

 
In addition to these rules where a petition has resulted in a debate at a meeting of the Full Council, the Council 
will not hold a further debate in response to a petition which the Mayor and Deputy Mayor considers to be 
substantially similar within a period of two years.  During the period leading up to a local or national election the 
Council may delay holding debates on petitions. 
 
Submitting a Petition 
Petitions can be submitted via a number of routes e.g. via a Councillor, by post or hand delivered to the Newgate 
Civic Office. 
 
Petitions handed in are normally presented to Full Council.  Petitions must contain the details of the petition on 
the front of each sheet so that it is clear that each signatory has responded to identical wording. 
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